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Good morning, Chairperson Nadeau and members of the Committee. I am Yolanda Corbett, and I 
am a proud Native Washingtonian and a resident of Ward 7. Thank you for the opportunity to 
testify today before the Committee on Human Services for the Department of Human Services 
(DHS) Fiscal Year 2016-2017 Performance Oversight Hearing. 
 
My highest honor is being a mother--a mother that lovingly takes care of her children and protects 
them from knowing and feeling that they are living in poverty everyday. I am able to protect them 
from this reality because of TANF. TANF is my only source of income to take care of three young 
boys, all under the age of 10, who are growing and developing each day. For these three boys, I 
receive only $189 per month, and if action is not taken to address the families that will be cut off 
October 2017—I will have no source of income because my boys and I are one the 5,800 families 
that have been receiving TANF for 60 months or more. 
 
If no extension is offered, I will be at risk of homelessness with three boys. Am I expected to go to 
DC General or from shelter to shelter? How will I get my sons to school and get them there on 
time? How will I pay for childcare especially since a lack of money for childcare is what makes 
finding a job so difficult as a single parent? These are the questions I ask myself, and these are also 
the questions that I am asking the Mayor, DHS, and the Council. 
 
Unfortunately, I know my anxiety and the impact of losing TANF will trickle down to my sons. I 
worry how it will affect them mentally if they do not have a place to call home and how it will affect 
their education. They would have to undergo a complete lifestyle transition where I can no longer 
protect them from knowing we are living in poverty because it will hit them in their faces each day. 
 
I am aware that TANF recipients are often negatively stereotyped and have been since public 
benefits became available, so I want to take time to express who I am and demonstrate the progress 
I am making for the life of my children. 
 
I am a graduate of Ballou Senior High School, and I attended college at Talladega College in 
Talladega, AL. Upon returning to D.C., I continued my education at Sanford Brown Institute in 
Landover, MD for Medical Billing and Coding. I set on the Board of Trustees of the Art and 
Technology Academy, a public charter school where my sons attend, and acted as a liaison between 
teachers, student body families, and my fellow board members for three years. Currently, I attend 
SOME, Inc. (So Others Might Eat) Center for Employment Training (SOME CET) and have an 
externship at Washington Hospital Center as a Medical Administrative Assistant. 
 
Still, I have needed TANF and though $189 is not nearly enough to take care of three boys, I am 
grateful for the assistance. 
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I have never been sanctioned and have always been in compliance with the requirements of my 
TANF plan, even when I was connected to a vendor that minimally helped me. My DOES case 
manager was even less helpful and made no effort to form a relationship with me. In fact, I was not 
treated with the dignity and respect that all human beings deserve, and I dreaded going back to the 
agency. 
 
Thankfully, I am so appreciative that vendor services are much better. For instance, it was a seamless 
process for me to get childcare assistance. Unfortunately, these services have improved when it may 
be too late for me to benefit from the positive changes because I am at risk of being cutoff. 
 
I understand financial constraints when making budget decisions. However, I do believe that the 
government should work to continue to help the people that are helping themselves. If I, and other 
TANF recipients, can show you that I am serious about my progress, please give me some time 
before putting me out on the street. SOME CET is opening so many doors for me, but it is another 
thing that I may be forced to go without if I am cutoff from TANF because my three sons are my 
ultimate priority. So, please take action, and don’t force me to choose survival over my success. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 


